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About CNY
Fair
Housing

Private, non-profit
organization
founded in 1991

Work to eliminate
housing
discrimination and
promote open
communities

Funded by HUD
and by many of the
communities we
serve.
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About CNY Fair Housing

°Investigate complaints of discrimination

*Conduct undercover testing

°Provide counseling and advocacy to individuals whose housing rights
are being violated

*Provide legal representation to victims

*Conduct education and outreach on fair housing rights and
responsibilities

*Conduct research and engage in advocacy to increase housing
opportunity
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Fair Housing Issues & Challenges Upstate

*Denials of housing
* Individuals with disabilities
* Families with children

*Evictions and lease non-renewals

*Differences in terms or conditions
* In screening and application process

* After move in

°Lying about the availability of dwellings
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
To be sure we still have bald acts of discrimination.


Fair Housing Issues & Challenges Upstate

°Denials of reasonable accommodations and modifications
*Discriminatory statements

*Harassment

*Sexual harassment

*Violations of the Violence Against Women’s Act and
evictions of victims of domestic violence
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Fair Housing Issues & Challenges Upstate

*Persistent patterns of segregation and concentration of
poverty in Upstate cities

*Declining population leading to abandoned and
substandard housing

*Sprawl continues in spite of population stagnation and
decline

°Lack of resources and services in rural communities
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1937 — Redlining by Home
Owner’s Loan Corporation
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1924-1950
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Restrictive Covenants Became Prolific
in White Neighborhoods
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-alr Housing Act —
_egislative Record

Februdryi6, 1968 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

-/ The road to segregation’' . is paved with
weak inftentions—which 1is a reasonably ac-
curate-description of the Federal establish-
ment today. Its sin is not bigotry (though
there are still cases of bald discrimination
by!'odmtoﬂnlﬂn) but blandness; not a
lack of goodwill, but a lack of will. The Fed-
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-alr Housing Act —
_egislative Record

Februdryts,"1968 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE
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ousing Segregation — Before Fair
ousing Act

White residents of one
northern Detroit
neighborhood were not
happy when a federal
public housing
development for blacks
was announced in the
early 1940s, during
World War II.
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Housing Segregation Today — Response to
Proposed Construction of Affordable
Apartments in Suburban Neighborhood

“I am looking to purchase a home in and | do not want it to be
near a housing project.”

“Rising in the cost of tax, increased traffic concerns,potential increase
of crime”

“I am concerned the type of people this will attract to the area...”

“Such projects could disrupt community cohesiveness and its
underpinnings, which are essential to its health, safety and stability”

SOOI ITNITTS
CNYCNYCNYCNY
I S
FAIRFAIREFAIBFAIR
— —

I ]
HOUSING HOUSING HOUSING HOUSING



Housing Segregation Today — Response to
Proposed Construction of Luxury
Apartments in Suburban Neighborhood

Neighbor: “I moved here because | didn’t want to live in the city with
the riff raff...And | don’t want to deal with the bad things that 108
apartments would bring into the neighborhood with those type of
people with those type of problems.”

Neighbor: “We don’t want transients walking through our
neighborhood.”

Owner of property: Opponents worried about transient apartment
dwellers should consider the alternatives...this is a deal far favorable
to the building of “factories or warehouses or section 8 housing.”
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Housing Segregation Today —
Sign at CNY Home Show
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Fair Housing Opportunities

*Pay attention to local developments in your communities
and speak out in support of inclusive development

*Go beyond the basics —addressing these issues requires
understanding not just the letter of the law but the spirit
of the law

*Work on increasing diversity within the industry

°Learn more:
* Mapping Inequality — redlining
* Mapping Prejudice — restrictive covenants
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New York State
Source of Income Law

Lawful Source of Income Non-Discrimination Act of 2019
*Signed into law on April 12th
*Effective Immediately

*Adds “lawful source of income” as a protected class for the sale or
rental of a property
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New York State
Source of Income Law

Pursuant to New York Executive Law §292(36):

"[awful source of income" shall include, but not be limited to, child
support, alimony, foster care subsidies, income derived from social
security, or any form of federal, state, or local public assistance or
housing assistance including, but not limited to, section 8 vouchers, or
any other form of housing assistance payment or credit whether or not
such income or credit is paid or attributed directly to a landlord, and
any other forms of lawful income.
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New York State
Source of Income Law

Amendment to existing New York State Human Rights Law meaning
existing exemptions apply:

*Owner-occupied dwellings of two units or less

*Rooms rented in an owner-occupied dwelling

Permits the use of “criteria or qualifications of eligibility” for the sale,
lease or occupancy of “publicly assisted housing accommodations”
when such criteria or qualifications are required to comply with federal
or state law or are required to obtain the benefits of a federal or state
program.
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New York State
Source of Income Law

Prohibited Practices:
*Refusal to rent
*Differences in terms or conditions

*Advertising that expressly or indirectly indicates a limitation,
specification, or discrimination as to lawful source of income such as

“No Section 8” or “No Programs”
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New York State
Source of Income Law

Questions:

What criteria can a housing provider use to determine eligibility to
rent?

* Credit checks
* Income requirements

Does source of income include security deposit guarantees?

What about properties that wouldn’t pass a required inspection?
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Questions?

CNY Fair Housing, Inc.
731 James Street, Suite 200
Syracuse, NY 13203
Phone: (315) 471-0420

Website: www.cnyfairhousing.org
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